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Before you Marry
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Celebrating Your Wedding at Immaculate Heart of Mary Church

Introduction

Congratulations on your engagement and future marriage. Marriage between two Christians is often an event of great celebration and one that should be approached with great care. There are some important points that need to be clarified at the beginning of your planning to celebrate your wedding in the community of faith here at Immaculate Heart. Therefore, we have provided you with these guidelines to help you in your planning. You will probably need further clarification and your priests/deacon will be available to assist you. Remember it is good to keep God in your planning with prayer, and a deepening of your faith and love for each other.
Sometimes people come to us wanting to use the church building for a wedding celebration. They have little or no connection to this community and we are always concerned that there is a clear understanding of the place for the reception of the Sacrament of Matrimony in this community of faith and the Catholic Church. In order that the faith dimension of marriage is insured, marriages may take place where at least one of the partners is a practicing Catholic. That means that one must have received the sacraments of initiation (Baptism, Eucharist, Confirmation) and be regularly attending mass and living as an active member of a parish. This means that one should be attending mass every Sunday and be a registered member of a parish where they reside. If you are not doing this now, you should begin before approaching the priest/deacon to request marriage here at Immaculate Heart. For those living in another city this means establishing a relationship with a church parish where you reside to fulfill this requirement. More on this will follow in this manual. If both are Catholic then both should meet the above requirements.

Please remember seeking to be married in the Catholic Church and planning to make your marriage a life time commitment is a process that takes awareness, planning, personal growth, and growth as a couple in faith and love. For this reason the Church requires that you contact the priest/deacon at least six months before your wedding date; but it is a good idea to contact the church even earlier and allow yourselves enough time to really discern your decision to be married and to receive the Sacrament of Matrimony. 

You all are precious to God and He certainly wants you to be happy, spreading the love He so freely gives to you. We wish His blessings on you as you prepare for the great vocation of not just being married but being matrimonied to each other and living as a sacramental couple.

God bless.

Process

An appointment must be made with the priests/deacon at least six months before the wedding to begin the process.

· Prenuptial Inquiry-This begins the process of obtaining the information from the couple and confirms if there marriage can be celebrated in the Catholic Church. All required documents should be brought with you to the initial interview. (These are indicated later in the documents required section.)

· Foccus Assessment A tool to assess areas which the couple might need to focus on during their preparation program for the Sacrament of Matrimony and life together as husband and wife and as parents. It also aids the priest/deacon, and couple in evaluating their readiness for marriage. This is normally done at the time of the initial interview.

· Foccus Review. The reviewing of the Foccus results. This will require an additional appointment.

· Schedule Preparation Program. This is required by the Diocese of Lafayette. Information follows about the programs and will also be discussed during your interview.

· Attend Preparation Program.

· Final meeting with priest/deacon to plan liturgy. Evaluate preparation program, and make final preparations for the wedding ceremony.

Deacon Anthony Ozene usually handles most marriage interviews. Please contact him or one of the priests to make an appointment before coming to the rectory for an initial interview. 337-235-4618, ext. 203
Civil, Diocesan, and IHM requirements and Guidelines

Marriage Preparation Programs (Preparation programs are required by Diocese)
· Evenings for the Engage. This program is a series of classes given by trained and certified sponsor couples in our parish. They share with you the experiences of how, when you follow what God and the Church wants for you as a couple, you will grow and make your marriage a great one and answer the call of God to be a sacramental couple. Cost: $ 65.00

· Catholic Engaged Encounter.  A weekend experience designed to prepare each couple for their years of married life together.  Cost: $150.00 per couple and include lodging and meals for the weekend.
· Engaged Couples Conference- A one-day experience, which is presented by trained married couples and a priest. Cost: $60.00 (non-refundable and paid at the time of registration).

· Remarriage in Christ- A one-day experience specifically designed to give couples entering a second marriage the opportunity to address their needs, which are unique, because one or both were previously married, and the former relationship ended with death or divorce. Cost: $60.00 (non-refundable and is paid at the time of registration)

· All cost are subject to change.
Natural Family Planning Class Series
· These classes are designed to completely familiarize the engaged couple with the principles and practices of Natural Family Planning.

· This four part class series extends over four months and is taught by certified Natural Family Planning teachers.

· If you don’t know, please inquire about the Church’s teaching on artificial birth control at your initial interview. The priest/deacon should discuss this with you during the initial interview or when you review the Foccus.

Who may marry at Immaculate Heart?

· The Catholic Church has very particular rules about who may be married in a particular church parish. This grows out of the notion of people being connected to a faith community. Generally speaking, a person who resides in the geographical area of a church parish and who is registered and practicing their faith here, may be married here. Because of the mobility now of people the requirement of the geographical area does not have to be met. But to be considered a member of Immaculate Heart you must be a registered member for at least three months before your initial interview. However there are others who may be married here and the membership requirements are waived. They are, full time college or vocational school students, or those in the military whose parents or guardians are registered practicing members of Immaculate Heart.

Those of other parishes may also be married here with the permission of the pastor of the parish in which they reside and practice their faith.

My Fiancé is not Catholic

· While it is permissible for a Catholic to marry someone not of the faith you should be aware that there are two considerations for this union: 1. The non-Catholic party shall not persuade the Catholic spouse to discontinue the practice of their Catholic faith and, 2. The Catholic spouse must promise they will do all in their power to raise their children in the Catholic faith.

· Although it is permissible for the wedding ceremony to include a mass, it is recommended that it be celebrated outside the mass. This will be discussed with you during your initial interview.

Documents

· You will need to bring with you to the initial interview a recent copy (no more than six months old) of your Baptism certificate. This can be easily obtained from the parish where you were baptized. We will not accept a copy. It must be an original certificate. If your fiancé is not a baptized Catholic we will need proof of their baptism also. The certificate for the Catholic party should note the reception of the other sacraments of initiation, i.e., First communion, Confirmation.

· The final document you will need is a civil marriage license. You will need to go to the clerk of courts office to apply for it at a cost of $25.00. Who ever goes to apply for the license will need to bring certified copies of birth certificates for each party or a waiver signed by a judge (district or city) or justice of the peace; social security numbers for both parties; identification for the one applying for the license, and if either party was previously married, proof of how marriage ended with copies of divorce papers or death certificate.

· There is a waiting period of 72 hours between the time you purchase the license and your wedding ceremony. If it is less than 72 hours a waiver must be obtained and brought with the license to the rectory. The license is void after thirty days from the date of issuance. Please note that no priest/deacon shall perform a marriage for those whose license has expired or does not meet the other condition above. It is probably best that you apply for your license about two weeks before your wedding date.

· Please bring your license to the secretary at least three days before your wedding.

Couples Living Together Before Sacramental Marriage
· The Catholic Church does not offer the option of a wedding ceremony to couples that are living together.

· If you are living together please consult with the priest/deacon before making any plans to discuss your options.
Ceremony
· Must take place in the church.
· There are to be no more than twenty-four people in the bridal party. This does not include the bride and groom. There are absolutely no exceptions to this policy. 
· The bridal party does not include, godparents, readers, etc. If they are to be escorted in the church it must take place before the appointed time of the wedding ceremony. If you wish that they be a part of the procession their number will count towards the number of the bridal party.
· May take place on Friday evenings at 7:00PM
· Saturdays at 1:00 PM with Mass, and 2 PM & 7:00 PM outside Mass.
· The ceremonies on Saturdays at 7:00PM must be celebrated in a liturgy outside the Mass according to diocesan policy.
· No weddings may take place on Sundays.
· Weddings are discouraged during Lent and Advent due to the penitential nature of the seasons.
· Members of the wedding party, including the bride and groom, must refrain from the consumption of alcohol or drugs prior to the wedding ceremony. Immaculate Heart of Mary Church reserves the right to prohibit participation of anyone who is under the influence of drugs or alcohol.
· In the case of the bride and groom, there is serious question of one’s ability to give full consent to the wedding vows under such influence.
· If the bride or groom arrives under the influence of drugs or alcohol the wedding will be postponed to another date.
Visiting priest/deacons
· Marriages may be celebrated by visiting priest or deacons who are friends or relatives of the bride or groom. 

· The bride and groom must make arrangements with the visiting Priest/deacon, who will be witnessing their marriage. All stipends for the visiting priest/deacon are the sole responsibility of the bride and groom.

· Visiting priests or deacons must receive delegation from the Pastor of Immaculate Heart to witness a marriage here,  and abide by the policies and guidelines in this manual. They are welcome to conduct the rehearsal with our coordinators help.
Witnesses Required  
    

· Two witnesses are required, usually the best man and     maid of honor.

Sacrament of Penance

· All Catholics are urged to receive the Sacrament of Penance (Confession) prior to their wedding day as preparation for their reception of the Sacrament of Matrimony, especially if they are to receive the Holy Eucharist during their wedding ceremony.

· Arrangements for confessions can be made with one of the priest.

· A good confession should be made as close to the wedding day as possible. The night of the rehearsal is an excellent time for this. 

Liturgy of the Word

· The couple chooses their own scriptural readings from the approved list in consultation with the priest/deacon who is helping you plan your wedding liturgy. You can also choose the official prayers for your wedding ceremony. These readings and prayers can be found in wedding ceremony books that can be purchased at a Catholic bookstore. We used the book, “Together for Life”, by Fr. Joseph Champlin. This book also has a tear out that can be used for planning the liturgy with the celebrant, as well as, your printer if you are having your programs printed. This book can be purchased at the Church office.

· Lectors are preferably someone who is a Lector trained in proclaiming the Word in a Catholic Liturgy. You can still choose someone from another faith, but it will be your responsibility to help him or her become familiar with how the Word is proclaimed in a Catholic liturgy.

· They must attend the rehearsal and meet with our coordinator for lectors either at, or before the rehearsal.

· Lectors should be dressed appropriately for the occasion.

· Remember the Word of God is very Sacred and great care is a necessary part of your decision in choosing who will proclaim the Word for your wedding.

· The deacon or priest always proclaims the Gospel.

Music

· Please remember a Catholic wedding ceremony is a sacred event, where God calls two people together in the sacramental union of marriage.

· Music for your wedding should be chosen with great care. The music you choose should enable those present to join with the couple in praising God and asking His blessing on this holy and sacred union.

· All music must be appropriate for a Catholic wedding ceremony. Preferably based on sacred text.

·  We prefer that you used one of our choir directors listed toward the end of this booklet. 

· There is a wealth of appropriate songs available for a wedding. We trust the judgment of our music ministers and authorized them to decide as to what music is and is not appropriate for wedding liturgies. If you choose someone other than our music ministers a list of songs and where they will be used must be approved at the time of your liturgy planning. No exceptions.

· Fees charge by our music ministers must be discussed with them and paid to them at least two weeks before your wedding date.

· Please contact the music minister of your choice as early as possible after you have completed all the necessary requirements for marriage. It is your obligation to help them in choosing the music for wedding. the list of songs must be brought with you when you come to plan the liturgy with the priest/deacon.

Fees and Payment Options & Scheduling

· The calendaring of a wedding date can only be done by a priest/deacon at the initial interview with the couple after it is determined that the marriage can be celebrated in a Catholic wedding ceremony.

· If you live out of town and it is impossible for you to complete the process here, then you should go and talk with the priest/deacon at the church where you are a member. Tell them of your intentions to have your wedding witnessed here. Have him notify us after the initial interview is completed, send the appropriate deposit and we will calendar your wedding date.

· Fees for a registered member of Immaculate Heart $150.00

· Deposit required at time of initial interview: $50.00. Balance due before week of rehearsal.

· To be considered a registered member you should be registered at least three months prior to your initial interview and using your envelopes.

· Balance of payment is due at least one month before wedding date.

· Fees for non-registered members: $500.00

· Deposit at time of initial interview: $100.00

· Balance due: Sixty days after initial interview.

Refund Policy

· 120 or more days prior to scheduled wedding date  
100%

· 90-119 days





  50%

· 0-89 days




       No refund

· Exceptions are made if there are extenuating circumstances    beyond the control of the couple.

Rehearsals and Coordinators

· Only Immaculate Heart of Mary Church coordinators will be allowed to conduct the wedding rehearsal. The only exception would be if the officiating priest or deacon conducts the rehearsal along with the coordinators.

· The coordinators will take suggestions from the bride and groom only during the rehearsal. If anyone else has ideas or suggestions they should present them to both the bride and groom and they in turn will present them to the coordinators.

·  Rehearsals usually take place the evening before the wedding either at 6:30PM or 7PM. Please contact one of the coordinators at least one month prior to your wedding day.

· Rehearsals will last approximately one hour or less so everyone must be on time.

· Members of the wedding party, including those reading the Word of God should attend.

· Confessions will be heard after the rehearsal if arrangements are made prior to the rehearsal.

· Anyone under the influence of alcohol or drugs or acting inappropriately will not be allowed to participate and will be asked to leave. We must remember that the rehearsal is taking place in the house of God.

Flowers and other Decor

· If candles are used, candle tubes or globes must be used. Open or uncovered candles are not allowed.

· Immaculate Heart is not responsible for any flowers or other décor that is left in the church.

· Although we allow unity candles, you must supply your own.

· If pew decorations are used they are to be attached to the pews with rubber bands, ribbons or plastic hooks. No tape, wire, or tacks are allowed.

· Aisle runners are allowed and they must at least 150 feet long.

· Use of rice or other items thrown for the bride and groom is not allowed inside or outside the church.

Photography/Videography
· Photographers/videographers should speak with the   celebrant before the ceremony begins, especially if they are not familiar with the Catholic wedding liturgy.

Please Note: It is of utmost importance that everyone is on time for the                   rehearsal and the wedding ceremony. Please be considerate of the guest you invite to your wedding. the celebrant, and others helping you with your wedding. Also, Immaculate Heart is a very busy parish with Masses, funerals, and other events, so we ask you to be considerate of others involve in these events.

Pastoral Staff & Ministers

	Clergy

Fr. Thomas James. SVD. Pastor

Fr. Anderson de la Sousza,  SVD, Assoc.

Deacon Anthony L. Ozene, Sr. 
	Music Ministers

Mr. Dorsey Foreman 235-1208

Mr. Francis Leblanc  332-5985/232-4703

Carl J. Sonnier 233-2454  849-9087

Mercedes Major  1-337-948-6716



	Wedding Coordinators 

Ms. Janet Hughes 236-3311     Cell 354-6521

Mrs. Virgie Montgomery       264-9446

Ms. Donna Senegal 289-9783
	Marriage Preparation

Deacon Anthony & Mary Ozene     234-7971
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